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Velázquez on Planned Closing of P.S. 19 
 
Washington, DC – Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez (D-NY) wrote the New York City Chancellor of 

education today objecting to the City’s decision to close P.S. 19 in Williamsburg.  The text of the 

letter is as follows: 

 

January 20, 2012 

 

Dennis Walcott, Chancellor 

Department of Education 

52 Chamber Street 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Dear Chancellor Walcott, 

 

I write with both outrage and sadness at the Department of Education’s decision to close P.S. 19, 

the Roberto Clemente School.  This move is predicated on the school’s low score on the City’s 

progress report, which was caused by a shockingly poor commitment to P.S. 19’s performance.  In 

essence, this indifference has choked off the success of P.S. 19.  Such tactics are causing pain in our 

community, as many children and parents face an uncertain future regarding their educational 

choices.  As a result, I am asking that the Department refrain from closing P.S. 19 and instead make 

a new and stronger commitment to its future. 

 

The plight of P.S. 19 is not new and, recently, a lack of resources has come to a head.  During the 

last five years, the school has annually decreased the number of teachers on staff and failed to fill 

key positions including a bilingual teacher, an assistant principal, a literacy coach, a math coach, a 

science teacher, a librarian, a technology teacher, and academic intervention personnel.  The result 

of such disregard was not surprising, resulting in a sharp decrease in enrollment from 1,200 students 

ten years ago to just 350 today.  In many regards, such an outcome was a self-fulfilling prophecy – 

if you withhold critical resources, the school will wither on the vine – and that is exactly what 

occurred.  

 

The answer is not to close this school and wipe the slate clean.  Rather, a recommitment must occur 

to the community, the students, parents, and teachers and staff of P.S. 19.  In this day and age, 

“neglect and close” is not a reasonable policy to improve a school district.  Instead, more resources 

should be made available and a true corrective plan should be put in place.  Such demands have 

been made for years and only met with minimal intervention. 

 

 

 

NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 

Representing New York’s 12th Congressional District • Brooklyn, Manhattan & Queens 

Ranking Member, House Small Business Committee 

 

News from Congresswoman 



Unfortunately, the Department’s decision to close P.S. 19 comes at the same time that the Success 

Charter School is moving into the same neighborhood served by P.S. 19 in Williamsburg. To date, 

the Success Charter School’s leadership has not met with predominately Latino and working class 

community in which it will be located and has distributed reading material in English only.  At the 

same time, the Charter School has reached out extensively to the white and more affluent 

population in north Williamsburg. Such a move is divisive and only serves to worsen the climate for 

educational achievement in our neighborhoods. 

 

The Department has asserted that Success Charter School is needed due to the deficiency of “quality 

elementary schools” in the area.  Establishing a new entity with the sole purpose of enrolling a 

predominately white and more affluent student body does nothing to help the poorer and more 

diversified parts of Williamsburg.  In fact, it does just the opposite, dividing educational 

opportunities along the community’s social and ethnic borders. 

 

With this in mind, it is important to remember that P.S. 19 faces considerable challenges in 

educating its students.  30 percent of its students are English language learners, 20 percent are 

special needs, and nearly 85 percent are eligible for the free lunch program based on their families’ 

income levels.  It is also important to note that it is home to many immigrant families with an acute 

need for academic intervention.  

 

Given that it appears that the Success Charter School is not prepared, nor interested in serving the 

totality of our community’s student, P.S. 19 should remain open with a renewed commitment to 

repair and strengthen it.  Doing so not only represents the best opportunity for educating all of our 

children, but does so in a manner that shows them that it is best to face your problems head on, 

rather than hope they simply go away. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Nydia M. Velázquez  

Member of Congress 

 

 

cc: The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education 
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